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\/\/ Stylistic
alternates

NO NATURAL LINK BINDS

THE MATERIAL, PHONIC
ASPECT OF THE SIGN (THE
SIGNIFIER) TO THE MENTAL
CONCEPT (THE SIGNIFIED):
ONLY A SOCIAL AGREEMENT
APPEARS TOHOLD THE TWO
ELEMENTS TOGETHER.

If the connection between the signifier
and signified, the sound and the concept,
is arbitrary, what, then, binds the two
together? If there is no iconic, natural
relationship between the sound “horse”
and the concept it invokes, why is the link
between them so reliable?




